6                         ARMS  OF CARTHAGE.

edifices seemed to be the rule, and stone work was fitted like
carpentry in male and female joints, as well as held together
by the famous cement which so long resisted Alexander's
rams at Tyre. The arms of Carthage displayed a horse rest-
ing under a palm-tree. The first emigrants to land on the
heights of Byrsa are said to have dug up the skull of a horse
at the foot of a tree, at the spot which commands the entire
landscape, and to have adopted the emblem for the city
they proposed to build. But, however splendid, Carthage
was essentially of the earth, earthy. She was wrapped up in
money-making; there was a sad lack of higher motives and
intelligence in her statecraft, though her social life was un-
questionably of a high order. Albeit her commercial activity
made her prosperous, Carthage was able only to propagate;
she could not create.

Carthage had not been the first, but she was the most prom-
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Carthage and Vicinity.

inent settlement of the Phoenicians in the  west.   A  rich
corn-growing district, peopled by splendid agriculturists, onve been to
